
VIRGINIA AIRPORT SYSTEM

ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY

A
ir

 D
ep

en
d

en
t 

B
u

si
n

es
se

s
 S

p
in

-O
ff

 E
co

n
o

m
ic

 Im
p

ac
ts

 D
ir

ec
t 

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 Im
p

ac
ts

O
n

-A
ir

p
o

rt
O

ff
-A

ir
p

o
rt

47
6 

Jo
b

s,
 $

10
.1

2M
 i

n
 W

ag
es

, $
27

.0
7M

 i
n

 E
co

n
o

m
ic

 A
ct

iv
it

y

FA
A

, O
th

er
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t
A

ir
po

rt
 M

an
ag

em
en

t
A

irc
ra

ft 
M

ai
nt

en
an

ce
V

en
do

rs
R

et
ai

l &
 R

es
ta

ur
an

t
C

ar
 R

en
ta

l
P

ar
ki

ng
O

th
er

 G
ro

un
d 

Tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n
F

ix
ed

 B
as

e 
O

pe
ra

to
rs

72
 J

o
b

s
$2

,2
83

,0
00

 in
 P

ay
ro

ll
$5

,4
24

,0
00

 in
 E

co
n

o
m

ic
 A

ct
iv

it
y

24
0 

Jo
b

s
$3

,5
36

,0
00

 in
 P

ay
ro

ll
$9

,1
86

,0
00

 in
 E

co
n

o
m

ic
 A

ct
iv

it
y

16
4 

Jo
b

s
$4

,3
01

,0
00

 in
 P

ay
ro

ll
$1

2.
46

M
 in

 E
co

n
o

m
ic

 A
ct

iv
it

y
77

8 
Jo

b
s

$2
0.

73
M

 in
 P

ay
ro

ll
$6

7.
04

M
 in

 E
co

n
o

m
ic

 A
ct

iv
it

y

V
is

it
o

r 
D

ep
en

d
en

t 
B

u
si

n
es

se
s

H
ot

el
s

R
et

ai
l &

 R
es

ta
ur

an
ts

Tr
av

el
 A

ge
nt

s
C

on
ve

nt
io

n 
C

en
te

rs
To

ur
is

t D
es

tin
at

io
ns

S
u
p
p
lie

rs
 o

f 
M

a
te

ri
a
ls

 &
 

S
e
rv

ic
e
s 

to
 A

ir
p
o
rt

s,
 A

ir
 

D
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t 
B

u
si

n
e
ss

e
s 

a
n
d
 

V
is

ito
r 

D
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t 
B

u
si

n
e
ss

e
s

R
es

p
en

d
in

g
 o

f W
o

rk
er

 
In

co
m

e

C
o
n
su

m
e
r 

P
ro

d
u
ct

 a
n
d
 

S
e
rv

ic
e
 S

a
le

s

Lo
ca

l B
us

in
es

se
s 

th
at

 d
ep

en
d 

on
 

th
e 

A
ir

po
rt

 fo
r 

ju
st

-in
-t

im
e 

sh
ip

pi
ng

, a
 h

ig
h 

de
gr

ee
 o

f 
co

rp
or

at
e 

tr
av

el
, o

r 
sp

ec
ia

liz
ed

 
ai

rp
or

t f
ac

ili
tie

s 
an

d 
se

rv
ic

es
.

An Assessment of

Economic Impacts

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
REGIONAL AIRPORT

Quantitative Benefits
In addition to the qualitative benefits the airport 
provides, a recent study quantified the economic 
impacts of the airport to the local community.  As 
shown in the adjacent table, the total economic 
impact of the airport includes on- and off-airport 
businesses, visitor spending, and the spin-off effects 
of those impacts.  

On-airport impacts represent economic 
activities that would not occur if the airport did not 
exist.  They include payroll, operating and capital 
expenditures made by the airport, airlines, FBO's, 
maintenance facilities, ground transportation, etc.

Off-airport impacts represent financial 
transactions that occur primarily off-airport and are 
associated with visitor spending.  These expenditures 
may include items such as lodging, food, 
entertainment, and retail purchases.  

Spin-off impacts are calculated using impact 
multipliers, which are used to reflect the recycling of 
dollars through the economy.  

Air dependent business impacts represent 
area businesses that are dependent on the airport 
for just-in-time shipping, a high degree of corporate 
travel, or specialized airport facilities and services 
such as free trade zones, U.S. Customs, and U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization Services.  These 
businesses would relocate or suffer substantial loss if 
the airport were not available.  This impact is not 
included in traditional economic impact 
methodology and is provided as an indicator of the 
importance of the airport to area businesses.
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Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport (SHD) 
iis close to Staunton, Waynesboro and 
Harrisonburg for the business traveler, and is 
conveniently located near a wide range of 
tourist and vacation destinations that have 
made the Shenandoah Valley famous 
worldwide.

For those who want to enjoy the natural 
attractions of the Shenandoah Valley, there 
are caverns, year-round mountain resorts, 
Shenandoah National Park, Skyline Drive, hikes 
in the George Washington National Forest, or 
leisurely drives in Virginia's most productive and 
scenic agricultural landscape.  The airport's 
regional attractions also include a growing 
enthusiasm for Virginia wineries, outdoor 
recreations associated with the Appalachian 
Mountains, and a rich Civil War heritage.  

Qualitative Benefits

The airport positively impacts the local 
community through support of search and 
rescue operations, emergency medical aviation, 
aerial inspections, shipping of perishable goods, 
agricultural spraying, air cargo operations, and 
law enforcement activities.




